
1. Good intentions of Christian service bring unexpected anguish.
(2 Corinthians 2:1-4)

2. The Christian service of discipline brings difficulty. (2 Corinthians 2:5-9)
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3. Forgiveness brings supernatural power. (2 Corinthians 2:10-11) 3. Forgiveness brings supernatural power. (2 Corinthians 2:10-11)

Table Talk
1)	 Have you ever had a difficult time figuring out what to do in a situation 

where you were being misunderstood? What did you do? How does Paul 
handle this? (Underline all the times in this passage where the words 
“pain,” “pained,” “painful,” or “sorrow” appear.) (vv. 1-4)

2)	 Why is it easy to try to defend ourselves or prove ourselves correct when 
being misunderstood? How can you instead keep focused on the joy that 
the resolution of misunderstanding will bring? (vv. 2-3) How do we avoid 
the temptation to give up trying or to do nothing?

3)	 Who does Paul think is most impacted by the sin of this one rebellious 
person? Why is it easy to see it otherwise, for example, as pitting Paul, 
the one who identified the sin, against the fellow who committed the sin?  
What difference does it make that the sin is really against the whole body 
of Christ? (v. 5)

4)	 What does Paul want the Corinthians to do now that this fellow who sinned 
has repented? (vv. 5-9) Why is the reaffirmation of love so important after 
discipline?

5)	 What kind of forgiveness is Paul advocating? (v. 10) What is the goal of 
such forgiveness? (v. 11) In what ways can we be ignorant of the spiritual 
battle around us? What kinds of designs of Satan does Paul have in mind 
for us to be aware?
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