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The World of the Patriarchs

1. The larger world and the challenge of travel and climate

2. The daily life of the patriarchs
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3. Government, trade, city-states, and international influences

4. Big problems
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Table Talk

How is your world very different from the world of the patriarchs? What
features of the Middle East made the world of the Patriarchs a “testing
ground of faith”? How did things like rainfall, trade routes, and international
connections impact how they lived?

What was daily life like for the Patriarchs? What kind of food did they eat?
How did they dress? What kind of dwelling did they live in? What common
utensils/tools did they use?

How did Mesopotamia and Egypt impact life for the Patriarchs? What was
local government like for the Patriarchs? How did they engage in trade?

How did the world of the Patriarchs deal with crime and civil offenses?
Why was water such a big deal? Why was it important to make peace with
rivals? What was marriage and death like for the Patriarchs?

John Stott said, “A true sermon bridges the gulf between the biblical and
the modern worlds, and must be equally earthed in both.” In what ways is
your world very much the same as the world of the Patriarchs? What is the
human problem? How does this study of the Patriarchal world bring us to
worship Jesus for coming to save us? Why is kingdom building such an
ugly problem, no matter what time or civilization we live in?




