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COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
GUIDE
Creative ideas on how to be a better neighbor.
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Looking for creative ideas on how to 
be a better neighbor?

Start by answering the first section of questions. Then use the two idea lists 
to begin generating your own list of action items.

Along the way, be sure to review the five follow-up questions to improve 
and evaluate how things are going. 

Remember – Love is a lifelong practice, not a one-time action.

I N T R O D U C T I O N  G O O D  F O R  A L L  N I G H T S
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A S K  A N D  A N S W E R  G O O D  F O R  A L L  N I G H T S

5 Questions to Ask and Answer

1.    Who are our neighbors and how can we serve them? 

2.   What needs exist in our community that need to be met?

3.     Who can we talk to in our community to learn more about how we  
can help? 

4.   Can we partner with anyone who’s already meeting this need? 

5.   How can we connect our actions to the gospel? 
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C O M M U N I T Y  I D E A S  G O O D  F O R  A L L  N I G H T S

5 Community Engagement Ideas

Send Thank Yous
Write letters to 
teachers, law 
enforcement,  
first responders,  
and other businesses  
in your neighborhood.  
Pray over them!

01

04
Celebrate 
Seasonally
Find simple ways to 
celebrate holidays  
with your neighbors  
or organize a fall or 
spring clean-up.

Support 
Internationals
Volunteer with an 
organization that aims 
to help internationals  
in your community.

Appreciate 
Educators
Sponsor a school  
or classroom. 

Love Kids
Host a kids’ event or 
sports camp at your 
local park. 

02

05

03
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I N D I V I D U A L  I D E A S  G O O D  F O R  A L L  N I G H T S

5 Individual Engagement Ideas

Invite
Invite a neighbor into 
your home for a meal 
or to join you at a 
community event.

01

04
Party
Plan a block party on 
your street. 

Connect
Call or visit an elderly 
neighbor and check in 
on them. 

Gather
Commit to spending 
time in your front yard 
every day for two 
weeks to meet more of 
your neighbors.

Write
Write notes of 
encouragement  
to individuals  
going through  
challenging times. 

02

05

03
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F O L L O W - U P  G O O D  F O R  A L L  N I G H T S

5 Follow-Up Questions 

1.    What worked (or didn’t work)?

2.   How will we follow up with people we made contact with? 

3.     What other opportunities can we pursue?

4.   Who else can we partner with next time? 

5.   What are some wins we can celebrate from this? 
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EAST WHITE OAK

GOSPEL 
CONVERSATIONS 

A Process for Sharing Your Faith



Why Share the Gospel

1. People are broken and the gospel has the power to 
change lives.
• John 4:13-14 - Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks 

this water will be thirsty again, [14] but whoever 
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, 
the water I give them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.”

• Luke 4:18 - “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 
he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set 
the oppressed free.

• John 6:68 - Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.

2. God is making His appeal through us. Christians have an 
eternal, spiritual perspective that people aren’t going to 
get anywhere else.
• 2 Corinthians 5:20 - We are therefore Christ's 

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be 
reconciled to God.

• Acts 4:4 - But many who heard the message believed; 
so the number of men who believed grew to about 
five thousand.
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Why Share the Gospel

3. We are responsible for the invitation, but not the 
response. Just as many in Jesus’ story refused the 
invitation to the great banquet, many will refuse our 
invitations. This shouldn’t keep us from inviting. We can 
learn how to turn the rejections into opportunities for 
future gospel conversations.
• Luke 14:15-24 Great Banquet
• Luke 8:5-8 Scattering Seed

4. The time is short
• John 16:16 - Jesus went on to say, “In a little while 

you will see me no more, and then after a little 
while you will see me.”

• Hebrews 10:37 - For, “In just a little while, he who is 
coming will come and will not delay.”

• James 4:14 - Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes.

• 1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
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Why Share the Gospel
5. Everyone likes to be invited. Even if we can’t go, it’s 

always nice to be asked.
• Matthew 4:18-20 - As Jesus was walking beside the 

Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a 
net into the lake, for they were fishermen. [19] 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you 
out to fish for people.” [20] At once they left their 
nets and followed him.

• Matthew 4:25 - Large crowds from Galilee, the 
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the 
Jordan followed him.

6. Share the gospel with yourself everyday!
• The Man on the Middle Cross Said I Can Come | 

Alistair Begg - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ePYs1bv_FGM

• “If I don’t preach the gospel to myself every day
I will begin to trust myself”

• Psalm 119:15-16 “I will meditate on your precepts 
and fix my eyes on your ways. I will delight in your 
statutes; I will not forget your word.”

• Psalm 40:9-10 - I proclaim your saving acts in the 
great assembly; I do not seal my lips, Lord, as you 
know. [10] I do not hide your righteousness in my 
heart; I speak of your faithfulness and your saving 
help. I do not conceal your love and your faithfulness 
from the great assembly.
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SHARING PROCESS

Preparation
1. Training: ABF, Home, Small Group
2. Practice: so important
3. Pray for those you know who are far from God

Three Gospel Message Hinges
1. Look for opportunities to 

transition to share
2. Share the gospel: 3 Circles
3. Offer an invitation

After Sharing
1. Handle various responses
2. Share experience with ABF & Small Group
3. Celebrate stories and use them to encourage 

others. Salvation stories inspire us, allow us to 
rejoice with the angels in heaven, and help us 
remember how God is reconciling the world to 
Himself.
> Luke 15:10 - In the same way, I tell you, there 
is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.”
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TRANSITIONS
Conversation Starters
• How are you doing? What’s new?
• General conversation that turns personal and something 

disappointing is shared
• Is there something I can pray for?
• ____________________________________________

Response to life's disappointments
• I'm sorry, I have not been through the exact situation 

that you just mentioned, but I have had similar 
problems. Can I share with you how God healed my life 
of brokenness and gave me something beautiful instead?

• I'm sorry about...can I share with you how God has 
helped me heal from broken situations?

• I'm sorry about...can I share with you some good news?
• I haven’t been through the exact situation that you just 

mentioned, but I have had similar problems. Can I share 
something with you that has really helped me?

• _____________________________________________
• _____________________________________________

Other
• Have you heard of the gospel?
• What is the gospel to you?
• Can I share with you about Jesus?
• Do you go to Church somewhere?
• ____________________________________________
• ____________________________________________
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3 CIRCLES
Jimmy Scroggins

https://youtu.be/tjpt1gbVnOE
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3 CIRCLES
TRANSITION
I haven’t been through the exact situation that you just 
mentioned, but I have had similar problems. Can I share 
something with you that has really helped me?

The Bible tells us that God has a 
design for our lives. That God cares 
about every aspect of our lives, 
that's our families, that's our 
personal lives, that's our choices, 
our money, our sex life. Really 
everything about our life God has a 
design for it. If we live according to 
God's design, then we have the 
opportunity to live in the arena of 
God's blessing.

The problem is that all of us have a tendency to depart 
from God's design. When we depart from God's design 
the Bible has a word for that, and the word is sin.
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Brokenness

Inevitably when we sin against 
God, when we leave his design 
we end up in a place that we call 
brokenness. All of us know what 
brokenness feels like. It feels like 
emptiness, it feels like guilt, it 
feels like rejection, it feels like 
shame, it feels like regret.

ESCAPE
But when we get in this place of brokenness, we 
always try to fix it. So we try to maybe dive into 
another relationship, or try and make more money or 
try to become more religious. But whatever we do we 
try and mitigate the pain of our brokenness, we try to 
escape our brokenness in some way. Now brokenness 
really hurts, and it feels like a terrible thing, but the 
truth is, it's a good thing because brokenness draws 
our attention to the need for change in our lives.
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GOSPEL
But the change we need doesn't come from in here, the 
change we need comes from somewhere else. The 
good news is, the Bible tells us where that kind of 
change comes from. That kind of change comes from 
what's called the good news, or the story of the gospel. 
The gospel is just a Bible word that means good news.
- DOWN
The gospel is the story of Jesus, Jesus who was the 
Son of God who came to earth, and he never departed 
from God's design in anyway, not even 1 time.
- CROSS
But Jesus was crucified on the cross for the Bible says 
the sins of the world, that's my sins and your sins. And 
when Jesus was hanging on the cross God did a 
miracle. He took the sins of the world, our sins and put 
them on Jesus, and Jesus received the punishment 
from God for our sins. When he done everything he 
came to do, he said it is finished and he died.
- RESURRECTED
They took his body off the cross, they buried him, and 3 
days later, Jesus was raised from the dead. The Bible 
says that God raised Jesus from the dead to prove that 
Jesus was who he said he was, the Son of God and that 
he could do what he came to do, forgive our sins and 
heal the broken places in our lives.

GOSPEL
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REPENT AND BELIEVE

The kind of change we need, doesn't come from in here, the 
kind of change we need comes from the gospel itself. The 
Bible says that what we need to do when we find ourselves in 
brokenness, is repent of our sins, in other words, change 
heart, change or mind, change our direction and believe the 
gospel story. That's the story of Jesus, how he was crucified 
for our sins and raised from the dead. The Bible says if we 
repent and believe then Jesus will come into our lives, he'll 
forgive our sins and begin to heal the broken places in our 
lives.
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RECOVER & PURSUE

And then the Bible says that God will give us the 
opportunity to recover and pursue God’s design for our 
lives. The cool thing about this is we get to recover and 
pursue God’s design from wherever we are. We don't 
have to turn back the past we get to go and believe God 
and walk with God from right here.

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS
1. Where do you see yourself in this diagram? 
2. If you’re in brokenness is there anything that would 

keep you from repenting and believing the gospel right 
now? 

3. Lead in a salvation prayer.
20



God’s 
Design

Glimpses
• Mothers love
• Babies Laugh
• Beautiful Sunset

I'm sorry. I have not been through that situation, but I also have had broken areas in my life. Can 
I share with you how God healed those broken areas and gave me something beauty in its place?

It started for me when I heard that God 
had an original design. That God’s design 
contained security, community, and 
abundance. I could see glimpses of God's 
perfect design around me in a mother's 
love, a babies laugh, or and a beautiful 
sunset, but I didn't experience it myself.

God’s 
Design

The problem I had is I wanted to do life my way, and not follow 
God's design for me. The Bible has a word for that, and the 
word is sin. Going my own way, I tried to maximize my control, 
comfort, and pleasure, which focused my energy on myself, 
turning me into someone who was uncontent, driven, and 
impatient, all making me a negative broken person.

Broken 
World

Affected
• Cancer
• Laid Off
• Deaths

It's not just me though, this whole world is broken. 
We can see the brokenness all around us every day 
by its violence, greed, and pride. My life has been 
deeply affected by this broken world. I have had 
cancer, been laid off, and those close to me have 
died. I am sure your life has also been affected.

• Partying
• Relationships
• Sports
• Success
• Religion

Broken 
World

I tried to escape my broken negative self through 
partying, relationships, sports, success, and even 
religion. But none of those sources provided 
good feelings that lasted. I would feel better for a 
little while, but then it would die out quickly. This 
endless cycle just drained my energy.

Gospel

My brokenness really hurt, and it felt like a terrible thing, but the truth 
is it was actually a good thing, because it drew my attention for my 
need for something better, and that was to live in God’s design, a 
beautiful world, a new reality where I can receive God’s joy, love, and 
peace. God brought me there through what the Bible calls the gospel, 
which just means "good news". (Down) The good news is that Jesus 
rescued me by coming into this broken world, living a perfect life, (Cross)
then allowing himself to be killed on a cross to take my brokenness, my sin, 
my rebellion on himself. (Resurrected) Then he then defeated death by 
rising from the grave for my forgiveness, healing, and a new beautiful life.

MY STORY USING FOLDING TRACT

21



Trust 
& 
Turn

Restore & Pursue

God’s 
Design

Gospel

There are only 2 THINGS I did to be brought 
into this new beautiful world. First, I TRUSTED 
in Jesus rescue for my forgiveness and 
healing. And second, I TURNED from my 
broken world thinking and escape strategies to 
God-centered thinking and living.

After I trusted in Jesus and turned my life over to God, I began 
to recover and pursue His design. God began healing me and 
giving me new desires. I didn’t have to change my life all at 
once, God met me where I was at, and started walking with 
me, showing me the path to joy, love, and peace.

Trust 
& 
Turn

Restore 
&
Pursue

God’s 
Design

Broken 
World

Gospel

1. Does this diagram make 
any sense to you?

2. As you look at it, where 
do you see yourself?

3. Is there anything that would 
prevent you from trusting in 
Jesus and turning your life 
over to God, today?

YES
Let's read a few verses out of the Bible.
- What does that say to you? Do you believe it?
> Sent: John 3:16-17 > Cross: Isaiah 53:4-5 > Resurrection: John 11:25-26 > Trust: 
Ephesians 2:8-9 > Turn: Acts 2:38
PRAYER
“God, I know I’m a sinner and I’m broken. Please forgive me of my sins and make me 
whole. I believe Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead. I’m asking Him to 
come into my life right now to help me heal and pursue God’s design for my life.” 
Welcome To God's Family!
NO
Thank you for listening to me. If you ever find yourself in a place of brokenness, please 
remember our conversation and that God has made a way out through His Son, Jesus.
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ILLUSTRATION METHODS

1. App

2. Draw it Out: 
Napkin, Clip 
Board or Dry 
Erase

3. Talk it Out

4. Tract or 
Folding
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RESPONSES
Acts 17:32-34 - When they heard about the resurrection of 
the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, “We 
want to hear you again on this subject.” [33] At that, Paul 
left the Council. [34] Some of the people became followers 
of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a 
member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, 
and a number of others.

Review key verses, pray, 
invite

Invite to church, ABF, Small 
Group, personal study

Thank you for listening to me. If 
you ever find yourself in a place 
of brokenness, please 
remember our conversation 
and that God has made a way 
out through His Son, Jesus.
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Next Steps
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Matthew 28:18-20
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

• Plan to begin sharing your faith
• 5 Individual Engagement Ideas
• 5 Community Engagement Ideas

• Write your testimony
• Practice
• Go
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EXAMPLE OF PERSONALIZING
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ANOTHER EXAMPLE
The gospel explained using 3 circles - YouTube

https://youtu.be/JcwNwo9FAAI
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Follow-Up Example
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Writing Your Own Testimony
TRANSITION
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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Brokenness

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

ESCAPE
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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GOSPEL
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
____________________________________________.
- DOWN
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
- CROSS
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
____________________________________________.
- RESURRECTED
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

GOSPEL
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REPENT AND BELIEVE

REPENT & BELIEVE 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RECOVER & PURSUE

RECOVER & PURSUE 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS
1. Where do you see yourself in this diagram? 
2. If you’re in brokenness is there anything that would keep 

you from repenting and believing the gospel right now? 
3. Lead in a salvation prayer.
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