
1. Human beings are tempted to kingdom build for themselves
and to do so without God.
(Genesis 11:1-3)

2. The reasons for such kingdom building are fame and
self-centeredness.
(Genesis 11:4)
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“The First “One World” Order”  
Genesis 11:1-9
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3. God will always frustrate human kingdom building because it denies God          
    His glory and it thwarts God’s purpose for human beings. 
    (Genesis 11:5-9) 
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Table Talk
1) What is advantageous about the world having the same language?  

What are some problems with that? Who is the “they” in verses 2-4?  
How do the actions in verses 2-4 show a wrong kind of kingdom build-
ing? How is that represented in verse 4?

2)  Why is it wrong for everybody to stay in one place? (hint: see Genesis 
1:28 and 9:7) What is the purpose of the tower? How is the building 
of this tower rebelling against God? What are some ways in our own 
kingdom building that we try to make God come down and bless us?

3)  Why does God not want these people to fulfill their purpose? (v. 6) Is 
it always a good thing for us to succeed in our plans? How is failure 
helpful at eliminating kingdom building from our lives?

4) What hint do we get of a plurality in God in verse 7? (see also 1:26)  
How does God stop the people from succeeding in their plans? (v. 7)  
When God’s purposes conflict with ours, which must give way? Why 
is that difficult for us to accept?

5) What happened with the confusion of the languages? (vv. 8-9) How 
do you still see people attempting to build a unified world for them-
selves apart from God? What should be the Christian response to 
those attempts?

6) What advantages exist in having different languages? What disad-
vantages? How does language influence and even create culture? Is 
there anything wrong with different cultures? What are ways that we 
can be accepting of other cultures? How does the Tower of Babel for-
ever affect the worship of God in heaven? (see Revelation 5:9, 7:9)?  
Do you think that languages will continue to be distinct in heaven, or 
will there be one language?
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